Legislation the Illinois Conference of Churches followed during the 96th session of the Illinois General Assembly. 
HB67---Criminal ID/Expunge-20 years---Sponsor LaShawn Ford---Re-referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Criminal Identification Act. Provides that notwithstanding any other provision of the Act to the contrary and cumulative with any rights to expungement or sealing of criminal records, whenever a person has been convicted of or placed on supervision for an offense, other than a capital offense, or for a violation of an ordinance of a unit of local government and 20 years has elapsed since the completion of the person's sentence or term of supervision and the person has not been convicted of or placed on supervision for any misdemeanor or felony offense or misdemeanor ordinance violation within such period, he or she may, upon verified petition to the chief judge of the circuit where the person had been convicted, any judge of the circuit designated by the Chief Judge, or in counties of less than 3,000,000 inhabitants, the presiding trial judge at the defendant's trial, have a court order entered expunging the record of arrest from the official records of the arresting authority and order that the records of the clerk of the circuit court and the Department of State Police be sealed until further order of the court upon good cause shown or as otherwise provided by law, and the name of the defendant obliterated from the official index requested to be kept by the circuit court clerk in connection with the arrest and conviction for the offense for which he had been charged, but the order shall not affect any index issued by the circuit court clerk before the entry of the order.
HB152---Organ Transplant Medication---Sponsors Susanna Mendoza and Michael Frerichs---Sent to the Governor June 29, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Creates the Continuity of Patient Care for Immunosuppressant Drugs Act. Provides that a health insurance policy or health care service plan contract that covers immunosuppressant drugs may not limit, reduce, or deny coverage of immunosuppressant drugs if prior to the limitation, reduction, or denial of coverage the insured was using the drug and was covered under the policy or contract and the drug was covered under the policy or contract. Provides that nothing in the Act shall prohibit an insurer from making changes in its benefit design that applies to all covered drugs or from increasing cost-sharing obligations due to a percentage coinsurance payment that necessarily increases with an increase in the underlying drug prices.

HB174---Increase Tax Tuition Savings Refund---Sponsors John Cullerton and David Miller---Placed on Calendar of Concurrence/Senate Amendments (2, 3, 4 & 5) May 30, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Illinois Income Tax Act. Requires an addition modification to base income of an amount equal to the contribution component of any nonqualified withdrawal or refund from a tuition savings program that was previously deducted from base income and that did not result from the death or disability of the beneficiary. Fiscal Note from the Department of Revenue---HB174 would increase Illinois income tax liabilities by less than $1,000,000 annually by requiring an addition modification equal to amounts withdrawn from 529 plans and used for non-qualifying purposes.
HB 233---School Code/Special Education/Full Reimbursement---Sponsor Dan Reitz Referred to Rules Committee March 13, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Children with Disabilities Article of the School Code. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Article, provides that, beginning with Fiscal Year 2010, the State Board of Education shall reimburse school districts, other than the Chicago school district, for all costs incurred by those school districts for the education of children with disabilities. 

HB261---Riverboat Gambling Administration---Sponsors Lou Lang and Mike Jacobs Placed on Calendar Order of Non-Concurrence Senate Amendment(s) 1, 2, 3 & 4        May 27, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Riverboat Gambling Act. Provides that applications for owners licenses shall be considered in accordance with the rules of the Illinois Gaming Board (deleting statutory deadlines for filing the applications). Makes changes in provisions concerning the determining factors in the Board's decision in granting owners licenses. Makes changes concerning the criteria for an occupational license. Provides that excursion cruises shall not exceed 4 hours for a round trip, but that the Board may grant express approval for an extended cruise on a case-by-case basis. Provides exceptions to the requirement that gambling equipment and supplies must be purchased or leased only from suppliers licensed under the Act. Provides that any winnings that are a result of a wager by a person under age 21 shall be treated as winnings for privilege tax purposes, confiscated, and forfeited to the State and deposited into the Education Assistance Fund. Provides that the privilege tax shall be paid to the Board not later than 5:00 (was 3:00) o'clock p.m. of the day after the day when the wagers were made. Requires that within 90 days after the end of each quarter of each fiscal year, the licensed owner or manager shall transmit to the Board a compliance report on engagement procedures determined by the Board. Provides that a person under the age of 21 who enters upon a riverboat commits a petty offense and is subject to a fine. Makes changes concerning admission taxes. Makes other changes. 

HB 262---Death Penalty Abolition---Sponsor Karen Yarbrough---Re-Referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends various Acts to abolish the death penalty. Provides that on or after the effective date of this amendatory Act no person may be executed. Requires re-sentencing of those already sentenced to death. 

HB269---Increase Tax-Classroom Supply Credit---Sponsor Jay Hoffman---Re-referred to Rules Committee---March 13, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Illinois Income Tax Act. Allows an income tax credit for each individual taxpayer who is a teacher, instructor, counselor, principal, or aide who worked in a school in Illinois for at least 900 hours during the taxable year. Provides that the amount of the credit is equal to 25% of the eligible classroom expenses made by the taxpayer during the taxable year, but the credit may not exceed $250. Defines "eligible classroom expenses" as the aggregate amount of non-reimbursed classroom expenses made by the taxpayer during the taxable year less $250. Provides that the credit may not be carried forward or back and may not reduce the taxpayer's liability to less than zero. 
HB 277---Illinois Department of Public Health Prescription Drug Repository   Sponsors Patricia Bellock and Don Harmon---Placed on Calendar Order of 3rd Reading May 17, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Creates the Prescription Drug Repository Program Act. Requires the Department of Public Health to establish a prescription drug repository program, under which any person may donate a prescription drug or supplies needed to administer a prescription drug for use by an individual who meets eligibility criteria specified by the Department. Sets forth requirements that prescription drugs or supplies must meet in order to be accepted and dispensed under the program. Provides that no drugs or supplies donated under the prescription drug repository program may be resold. Provides that nothing in the Act requires that a pharmacy or pharmacist participate in the prescription drug repository program. Provides for civil and criminal immunity for drug and supply manufacturers and individuals in relation to the donation, acceptance,
or dispensing of prescription drugs or supplies under the prescription drug repository program. Imposes conditions on any rulemaking authority. Amends the Pharmacy Practice Act, the Wholesale Drug Distribution Licensing Act, the Senior Pharmaceutical Assistance Act, the Illinois Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, and the Cannabis and Controlled Substances Tort Claims Act to provide that persons engaged in donating or accepting, or packaging, repackaging, or labeling, prescription drugs to the extent permitted or required under the Prescription Drug Repository Program Act are exempt from provisions of those other Acts that might prohibit or otherwise regulate such activity.

HB311-Healthly Illinois Act---Referred to Rules Committee---Sponsor Mary E. Flowers---Re-referred to Rules Committee March 13, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Creates the Healthy Illinois Act. 

HB565---Department of Healthcare and Family Services-Medicaid-SCHIP-HIV testing---Sponsors LaShawn Ford and Arthur Turner---Referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Children's Health Insurance Program Act, the Covering ALL KIDS Health Insurance Act, and the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that under the Family Care program, the Covering ALL KIDS Health Insurance program, and the medical assistance program, the Department of Healthcare and Family Services shall reimburse providers for rapid HIV testing (results provided in less than one hour) beginning January 1, 2010. Provides that beginning January 1, 2011, the reimbursement for a conventional HIV test (results provided in more than one hour) and a rapid HIV test must not be lower than Medicare reimbursement for each test in accordance with the Medicare payment localities for Illinois. 

HB614---Medicaid Nursing Home CILA/Rate--- Sponsor Elizabeth Hernandez Referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that for child care institutions, group homes, facilities licensed by the Department of Public Health under the Nursing Home Care Act as Intermediate Care for the Developmentally Disabled facilities, or facilities licensed by the Department of Human Services under the Community-Integrated Living Arrangements Licensure and Certification Act, in any calendar year in which there is a cost-of-living increase in federal Supplemental Security Income benefits or Social Security Administration payments, the Department of Healthcare and Family Services (and the Department of Children and Family Services, in the case of child care institutions and group homes) shall increase the Medicaid per diem rate paid to those facilities by an amount equal to the total amount of the increase in Supplemental Security Income benefits or Social Security Administration payments. 

HB626---Insurance/Various Health Coverages---Sponsor Mary E. Flowers Referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the State Employees Group Insurance Act of 1971, the Counties Code, the Illinois Municipal Code, the School Code, the Illinois Insurance Code, the Health Maintenance Organization Act, and the Voluntary Health Services Plans Act. Provides that an individual or group policy of accident and health insurance or managed care plan must provide coverage for intravenous feeding, prescription nutritional supplements, and physician prescribed or ordered pain medication. Amends the State Mandates Act to require implementation without reimbursement by the State.

HB765---Criminal Identification/Expunged & Sealed Records---Sponsors Constance Howard and Arthur Turner---Referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Criminal Identification Act. Provides that the record of an arrest or criminal charge which did not result in a conviction may not be considered by any private or public entity in employment matters, certification, licensing, revocation of certification or licensure, or registration. Provides that employers may not ask if an applicant has been the subject of an arrest or criminal charge which did not result in a conviction. Provides that an employer who by means of an inquiry made to the applicant or an employment application form, which fails to comply with these provisions, obtains from an applicant information that the applicant has had records expunged or sealed or has been the subject of an arrest or criminal charge which did not result in a conviction, is presumed to have based the decision to hire or not hire the applicant on the applicant's disclosure of this information. Provides that the presumption may be rebutted by clear and convincing evidence.

HB927---Insurance CD/Wellness Coverage---Sponsors---Frank Mautino and Dan Kotowski---Sent to the Governor June 26, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the State Employees Group Insurance Act of 1971, the Illinois Insurance Code, and the Health Maintenance Organization Act. Provides that a policy or plan that provides coverage for hospital or medical treatment on an expense-incurred basis, may offer wellness coverage that allows for a reward, a health spending account contribution, a reduction in premiums or reduced medical, prescription drug or equipment co-payments, coinsurance, or deductibles, or a combination of these incentives. Provides that "wellness coverage" means health care coverage with the primary purpose to engage and motivate the insured or enrollee through: incentives; provision of health education, counseling, and self-management skills; identification of modifiable health risks; and other activities to influence health behavior changes. Provides that the insured or enrollee may be required to provide evidence of participation in a program, or demonstrative compliance with treatment recommendations as determined by the health insurer or managed care plan. Sets forth requirements concerning (1) opportunities for participants to qualify for incentives, (2) alternatives for participants to satisfy applicable wellness program standards where it is unreasonably difficult due to the participant's medical condition, and (3) the ratio of the total incentive monetary amount to the cost of employee-only coverage. Imposes conditions on any rulemaking authority. Makes other changes. Effective January 1, 2010.

Fiscal Note---Depending on the structure of a wellness program, a short term negative impact to programmatic cash flows would occur. 

HB1081---Department of Health and Family Services & Department of Professional Regulation/Health Insurance---Sponsors Kathleen Ryg and Lou Lang---Referred to Rules Committee March 13, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Creates the Illinois Family and Employers Health Care Act. Creates the Illinois Guaranteed Option Act to make health insurance plans and HMOs affordable and accessible. Creates the Illinois Guaranteed Option Premium Assistance Program Act and amends the Illinois Public Aid Code to provide for health insurance premium assistance. Amends the Illinois Insurance Code and other Acts; creates the Office of Patient Protection within the Division of Insurance of the Department of Financial and Professional Regulation. Creates the Comprehensive Healthcare Workforce Planning Act to provide an ongoing assessment of health care workforce trends and other matters. Amends the Loan Repayment Assistance for Physicians Act; changes the short title to the Loan Repayment Assistance for Physicians, Dentists, and Allied Health Professionals Act and adds provisions to cover dentists and allied health professionals. Creates the Community Health Provider Targeted Expansion Act to establish a program of grants for community health providers. Creates the Illinois Efficiency, Quality and Cost Containment Initiative Act to develop a 5-year strategic plan in connection with health care services for chronic conditions. Creates the Illinois Shared Responsibility and Shared Opportunity Assessment Act; imposes on employers a tax on the wages paid to Illinois employees; makes the tax applicable to wages paid on or after January 1, 2010, and requires payment of the tax beginning July 1, 2011.

HB2482---Comprehensive Health Insurance Plan Act/Required Plan Coverage Sponsors Elizabeth Hernandez and Lou Lang---Re-referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009.

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Comprehensive Health Insurance Plan Act. Adds a provision requiring that the Plan provide coverage for mammograms and prosthetic devices or reconstructive surgery incident to a mastectomy, Pap tests, prostate-specific antigen tests, colorectal cancer examination and screening, and contraceptives as required under certain Sections of the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that any expense or charge for routine physical examinations or tests related to certain covered benefits are not excluded from coverage under the Plan. Deletes a provision excluding any expense or charge for oral contraceptives used for birth control or any other temporary birth control measures from coverage under the Plan.

HB3650---Insurance/Appeals---Sponsor Mary E. Flowers & Bill Brady---Re-referred to Assignments May 8, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the State Employees Group Insurance Act of 1971, the Counties Code, the Illinois Municipal Code, the School Code, the Illinois Insurance Code, the Health Maintenance Organization Act, the Limited Health Service Organization Act, and the Voluntary Health Services Plans Act. Provides that a policy of accident or health insurance or managed care plan shall establish and maintain an appeals procedure related to the denial of health care benefits. Sets forth guidelines for maintaining an appeals procedure, including an expedited process for an enrollee with (1) an ongoing course of treatment ordered by a health care provider, the denial of which could significantly increase the risk to an enrollee's health, (2) a treatment referral, service, procedure, or other health care service, the denial of which could significantly increase the risk to an enrollee's health, or (3) non-renewal or termination of a plan. Provides that if an initial appeal is denied by the policy or plan, an enrollee is entitled to seek external independent review of the decision made by the policy or plan. Sets forth guidelines and requirements for the external independent review process. Provides that nothing in the provision shall be construed to require a policy or plan to pay for a health care service not covered under the enrollee's certificate of coverage or policy. Provides that a policy or plan shall provide each enrollee, prospective enrollee, and enrollee representative with written notification of the policy's or plan's appeal processes. Amends the Managed Care Reform and Patient Rights Act to provide that when an appeal concerns a decision or action by a health care plan, its employees, or its subcontractors that relates to the non-renewal or termination of a plan, the health care plan must allow for the filing of an appeal either orally or in writing. Makes other changes.

HB3881---Adoption-Faith Based---Sponsor Shane Cultra---Re-referred to Rules Committee April 3, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Child Care Act of 1969. Adds religious institutions to the term description of "child welfare agency" so that it now includes agencies established by a political subdivision to protect, guard, train or care for children outside their own homes and all agencies, persons, groups of persons, associations, organizations, corporations, institutions, religious institutions, centers, or groups providing adoption services. Amends the Adoption Act. Provides that a church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or other religious institution that is an agency providing adoption services as defined in Section 2.24 of the Child Care Act of 1969 and that is licensed as a child welfare agency as defined in Section 2.08 of the Child Care Act of 1969 may adopt faith-based policies and practices relating to the placement of children for adoption which provide for the placement of a child with a prospective adoptive parent who holds the same religious beliefs as those held by that religious institution, while maintaining the welfare of the child as the primary consideration in the placement.

HB3923---Insurance Rate Fairness---Greg Harris and Heather Steans---Placed on Calendar Order of Concurrence Senate Amendment(s) 3, 4, & 5

Synopsis As Introduced
Creates the Individual Market Fairness Reform Law. Provides that a managed care entity shall (1) fairly and affirmatively offer all of its managed care plans that are sold to all individuals in each service area in which the managed care entity provides or arranges for the provision of health care services and (2) may not reject an application for an individual managed care plan if certain requirements are met. Provides that the Division of Insurance shall develop a system to categorize all managed care plans offered and sold to individuals pursuant to this Law into 5 coverage choice categories. Creates the Minimum Medical Loss Ratio Law. Provides that any company selling a health benefit plan in the individual or small group market shall expend in the form of health care benefits no less than 85 percent of the aggregate dues, fees, and premiums received by the company. Creates the Health Sure Illinois Law to establish a program for the purpose of making managed care plans affordable and accessible to small employers and individuals. Provides that the program is limited to active managed care entities. Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Creates new Articles in the Code establishing the Office of Patient Protection and the Illinois Health Carrier External Review Law. Amends the Small Employer Health Insurance Rating Act, Illinois Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, and Managed Care Reform and Patient Rights Act in provisions concerning small employers, individuals, review, and rates. Repeals a provision of the Small Employer Health Insurance Rating Act concerning establishment of a class of business. Makes other changes.

HB4184---Medicaid-Nursing Home Prompt Pay---Sponsor Robert Rita---Re-referred to Rules Committee March 13, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that the Department of Healthcare and Family Services shall utilize the same procedures for payments to all facilities licensed by the Department of Public Health under the Nursing Home Care Act. Provides that the facilities licensed by the Department of Public Health under the Nursing Home Care Act as an Intermediate Care Facility for the Developmentally Disabled or Long Term Care for Under Age 22 facilities shall be paid no later than the facilities licensed by the Department of Public Health as Skilled and Intermediate Care Facilities. 

SB322---Previous Wage-Revised Rate Notice---Sponsor Heather Steans---Placed on Calendar Order of 2nd Reading March 12, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Prevailing Wage Act. In provisions making it a public body's responsibility to notify contractors and subcontractors of a revised prevailing wage rate, provides that the publication of an ordinance or resolution passed by the public body that states the ascertained prevailing wage is sufficient notification to the contractor and each subcontractor.

SB1449---Free Health Benefits App Assistant---Sponsor Mike Jacobs and Susana Mendoza---Sent to the Governor June 12, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Covering ALL KIDS Health Insurance Act. Provides that the Department of Healthcare and Family Services shall permit private employers, as defined in the Day and Temporary Labor Services Act and doing business in Illinois, to enroll as unpaid application agents. Effective January 1, 2010
SB1583---Medicaid –Pediatric Palliative---Sponsors Dale Righter and JoAnn Osmond Sent to the Governor June 25, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Creates the Pediatric Palliative Care Act. Provides that the Department of Healthcare and Family Services shall develop a pediatric palliative care pilot program under which a qualifying child may receive community-based pediatric palliative care from a trained interdisciplinary team while continuing to pursue aggressive curative treatments for a potentially life-limiting medical condition under the benefits available under the Medicaid program. Provides that the Department shall apply for a federal waiver to conduct the program. Provides that a "qualifying child" for the pilot program is a child under the age of 18 years who is enrolled in the Medicaid program and suffers from a potentially life-limiting medical condition. Sets forth certain counties to be included in the pilot program. Requires a report to the General Assembly at the end of the 3-year pilot period. Amends the Hospice Program Licensing Act; requires the Hospice and Palliative Care Advisory Board to review pediatric palliative care issues.
SB1893---Insurance Code/Technical---Sponsor William Haine---Placed on Calendar Order of 3rd Reading March 30, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Sets forth the purpose of the Act. Creates the Health Insurance Choice Law. Sets forth requirements concerning policy offerings, choice, renewability, notice, disclosure, and rates. Creates the Illinois Healthcare Policy Task Force Law. Provides that the Task Force shall make recommendations regarding legislation. Amends the Illinois Income Tax Act to provide for certain contribution credits. Creates the Illinois Innovative Insurance Solutions Law as a new Article in the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that health insurance carriers may submit plans that may not otherwise meet existing requirements. Creates the Illinois Health Insurance Premium Assistance Program as a new Article in the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that the Department of Healthcare and Family Services shall administer the Program and issue rebates. Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides assistance to small employers with certain provisions of the Code. Amends the Comprehensive Health Insurance Plan Act to set forth provisions concerning eligibility and small employer participation. Amends the Children's Health Insurance Program Act to set forth provisions concerning eligibility and health benefits for children. Amends the Managed Care Reform and Patients Rights Act to set forth requirements concerning the Office of Consumer Health Insurance. Amends the Covering ALL KIDS Health Insurance Act to set forth requirements concerning eligibility and enrollment. Amends the Illinois Public Aid Code. Sets forth provisions concerning eligibility, reporting, incentives, model programs, and enforcement. Makes other changes. 
SB2005---KidCare-Medicaid/No Expansion---Sponsor Dave Syverson ---Re-referred to Assignments

Synopsis As Introduced
Amends the Children's Health Insurance Program Act, the Covering ALL KIDS Health Insurance Act, and the Illinois Public Aid Code. Provides that on and after July 1, 2009, the Department of Healthcare and Family Services may not expand the Children's Health Insurance Program (KidCare and FamilyCare), the Covering ALL KIDS Health Insurance Program, or the medical assistance (Medicaid) program by any means, including, but not limited to, (i) applying for waivers of federal law and regulations to cover additional services or groups of persons, (ii) increasing income eligibility limits or otherwise expanding the number of persons covered under the programs, or (iii) increasing the number or types of services covered under the programs. 
HR233---Urge Congress/Universal Health---Sponsor Mary Flowers---Resolution Adopted May 31, 2009
Synopsis As Introduced
Urges Congress to enact H.R. 676, pending in the 110th Congress, which provides universal health insurance coverage for all individuals residing in the United States and its territories.

HR293---Federal Respite Care Act/Federal Funds---Sponsor Elizabeth Coulson Resolution Adopted May 30, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Resolves that the appropriate State agencies should take the necessary steps to secure federal funds available under the federal Comprehensive Lifespan Respite Care Act of 2006 for respite care development and implementation as soon as such funds are appropriated by the Congress and made available.

SR254---National Healthcare Crisis---Sponsor David Koehler---Resolution Adopted May 30, 2009

Synopsis As Introduced
Resolves that the time for a national solution to the American healthcare crisis that threatens the economic and physical health of the people of Illinois and people across the country is now and recognizes the urgent need for a national solution to the healthcare crisis that meets key criteria for comprehensive health care reform set forth by President Obama and Health Care for America Now.
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