
The Whole Household of  
God Seeking Unity by 
Engaging Scripture Together 

One in Christ—Together in Mission 

Illinois Conference of Churches 

ECUMENICAL 
BIBLE 
STUDY 

Illinois Conference of Churches 

Seeking Unity by 
Engaging Scripture 
Together: 
 

Do you: 

• Want to work with the church down 

the street, but don’t know where to 

start? 

• Want to build relationships with 

other Christians, but are having 

trouble getting started? 

• Want to enrich your understanding 

of the Bible by learning from other 

traditions? 

• Want to lead an important and 

interesting Bible study for your 

church or church group? 

Then keep reading to learn 

more about ecumenical Bible 

study—the whole household of 

God seeking unity by engaging 

Scripture together.    
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What Are Some Suggested 
Texts and Resources for 
Ecumenical Bible Study? 

 
Here are some texts that relate to Christian unity.  
The four groupings represent the progression we 
all need to experience in ecumenical relations: 
 

Recognizing Division: 
 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 18-25 
 Genesis 11:1-9 
 1 John 1:6-10 
 

Seeing God’s Promise: 
 Isaiah 56:3-8 
 Galatians 3:27-29 
 Revelation 7:9-17 
 

Undergoing Conversion: 
 Isaiah 58:1-7 
 Luke 3:7-14 
 

Living in Unity: 
 Philippians 2:1-11 
 Ephesians 4:1-6 
 John 17:18-24 
 

These resources may be helpful for ecumenical 
Bible study participants: 
• The Access Bible (Oxford University Press, 

about $24)  NRSV Biblical text with good, 
introductory level notes. 

• The Serendipity Bible for Leaders 
(Serendipity House Pr., about $17)  NIV Bibli-
cal text with group discussion questions and 
some notes. 

And these may be helpful for leaders: 
• Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for 

Teaching and Preaching (John Knox Pr., 
$15—$30 per volume)  A full series on each 
book of the Bible (individual volumes are simply 
named after the Biblical book they treat). 

• The New Jerome Biblical Commentary 
(Pearson Pr., about $60)  Commentary on 
the whole Bible in one volume. 

• The Bible Comes Alive: New Approaches for 
Bible Study Groups, by Hans Rudi Weber 
(Judson Pr., $11)  Helpful, practical insights 
on ecumenical Bible study based on many 
years of experience around the world. 

The Christian faith community in all its diversity 
looks to the Bible as source and guidance for life 
in relationship to God.  The Bible reveals God’s 
action of reconciliation in human history.  In the 
Biblical narrative there is variety in description 
and interpretation of God’s actions, but always 
there is eagerness to share the Gospel.  That 
variety never looses sight of making Christ 
known. 

Thus, we affirm the following:* 

• Ecumenical Bible Study is reading the Bible 
together. 

• Ecumenical Bible Study is 
reading the Bible for mes-
sages of unity. 

• Ecumenical Bible Study is 
reading the Bible from the 
perspective of another. 

• Ecumenical Bible Study is reading the Bible 
for the universal reconciling task of the 
church. 

Studying the Bible together: 

⇒ Brings us closer together in the midst of the 
rich diversity of expression of our oneness in 
Christ. 

⇒ Increases the power of our witness both for 
outreach to those who don’t know Christ and 
to meet human need. 

⇒ Builds our sense of needing each other in 
the journey of faith. 

⇒ Leads us to live our faith. 

⇒ Enables and educates us to see the familiar 
from a different point of view. 

 

*Studying the Bible Together: © 1998 Massachusetts Council 
of Churches and Massachusetts Bible Society, p. 4.  Used by 
permission. 

What is Ecumenical  
Bible Study? 

How Does One Do 
Ecumenical Bible Study? 

 
I .  W H O  I S  T H E  A U D I E N C E ?  
Christian laity and clergy who come together to focus on 
the Bible from the perspective of the churches’ com-
mon search for unity. 

II. W H E R E  C A N  I T  T A K E  P L A C E ?  
Ecumenical clusters of churches, local councils / asso-
ciations of churches, ministerial associations, Church 
Women United, church groups (e.g. Christian women, 
men, youth), community organizations, individual par-
ishes. 

III. W H A T  A R E  S O M E  S U G G E S T E D  
M O D E L S  O F  S T U D Y  A N D  D I A -
L O G U E ?  

The model chosen should represent the style and pur-
pose of the group that gathers together. 

• One model is the traditional lecture and discussion 
format where a designated leader presents a pas-
sage giving background and perspective.  A group 
discussion is conducted by the leader. 

• Another model involves shared leadership.  All 
members take responsibility for reading desig-
nated passages or chapters.  An open, informal 
discussion focuses on group participation. 

• In larger groups, one effective model might include 
an introductory commentary by a designated indi-
vidual followed by dividing participants into groups 
of 5-7 for dialogue.  Afterwards, the larger body 
gathers to share ideas generated from small group 
dialogue. 

• Interactive learning 
requires good listening 
skills which value di-
verse points of view.  
Some may choose 
drama, role playing, 
painting, drawing, indi-
vidual or group writing, and music as other means 
of expression. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



