Illinois Conference of Churches (ICC)

Public Policy Team (PPT) Report

To
ICC Annual Assembly

Friday, September 28, 2007

First Presbyterian Church, Urbana

The members of the Public Policy Team (PPT) include: Bob Gilligan, Pastor Dan Schwick, Mr. E. Garnet Fay, Ms. Beth Noble, Rev. Terry Weavil, Rev. Kevin Laughery, Rev. Chris Pierson, Nancy Tegtmeier, Illinois Coalition for Community Services, who serves as an ad hoc non-voting member, along with Rev. Gary McCants, Chair.

Activities:

The PPT held its first meeting on November 20, 2006 via conference call and a second meeting in conjunction with the ICC Leadership Team’s February 2nd meeting.  The PPT takes a leadership role in issues that impact the ICC and its member Judicatories by being vocal on matters before the Illinois General Assembly and Congress.  

The PPT is guided by that portion of the ICC’s new mission statement which urges the ICC, “to make public, prophetic witness to Christ’s love for all people, and to address in particular, issues of poverty and racism.”  While our focus has been on the public policy arena as impacted by the Illinois General Assembly, the PPT is not limited to state issues. 

The PPT will be most effective as it works in consultation with the Leadership Team, ICER–Illinois Christians Encountering Racism and the ICC Public Policy Coordinator, once hired.   It will be the Public Policy Coordinator’s responsibility to serve as the liaison between the General Assembly and the ICC member Judicatories to educate and mobilize the prophetic action and witness of the ICC, while staffing the PPT.    

In the interim, the PPT is the eyes and ears of the ICC mainly on the state level.  From time to time PPT prepares informational materials for distribution to the wider membership’s established grassroots organizations.  To date, about ten notices have been distributed from the ICC office regarding legislative and other public policy matters.  The goal of the PPT is to work in partnership with public policy advocates and the grassroots organizations of our Judicatories. We want to speak with one voice as often as possible and make our witness more effective. 

Consequently, the PPT would like public policy leaders to contact the ICC office or Rev. Gary McCants at 217-793-3565 or by email at garymccants@insightbb.com about how together we may improve our grassroots lobbying and better engage in the public policy debate.     

The PPT has utilized the established ICC user file on the Illinois General Assembly’s web page to allow any member of the ICC to access a list of bills in the Illinois General Assembly followed by the ICC.  The user file may be accessed by going to: http://www.ilga.gov/ and clicking on “My Legislation” at the top of the bar and then typing: legislative@ilconfchurches.org as the “email address” and “Illinois” as the password.  Now click on “view” on the left to see the status of bills from the 2007-2008 legislative sessions.
The PPT along with the Co-chairs or other members of the Leadership Team plan to meet with the Governor and legislative leaders or their top staff at least once every two years.  The purpose is to ensure that our governmental leaders are acquainted with the new ICC and its concerns.  
Among the Public Policy Issues of Interest

More specifically the PPT has been or will continue to involved and vocal on several issues of concern:

· Namely, expanded health care options for all of our citizens. With some 1.4 million Illinoisans without health insurance, the efforts to cover the uninsured must continue in Illinois. That is why we have been part of the Campaign for Better Health Care and now serve on the Steering Committee of the Health Care Justice Faith Caucus.  We thank Jennifer DeLeon, Associate Director, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, for jointly representing the PPT on the Steering Committee of the HCJFC.

· Increase in the minimum wage.  Letters were sent to state and us officials in support of an increase in the minimum wage which passed at both levels

· (Bob Gilligan)—Senate Bill 1733--Code of Civil Procedure, elimination on statute of limitations regarding child sexual abuse. The deadline for hearing has been extended until December 31, 2007.  

· (Dan Schwick)—Invitation for the ICC to become a charter member of a coalition on human care.

· (E. Garnett Fay)—Governor’s elimination of funding for the Capital Punishment Study Commission

· Senate Bill 328—regarding the abolition of the death penalty.  It is on third reading in the State Senate. The deadline for hearing it has been extended until December 31, 2007. There is a diminished interest in seeking the death penalty and a renewed effort towards its abolition.  

· The PPT is considering whether to join the Clean Car Campaign.  Its goal is to persuade Illinois’ elected officials to adopt California’s emissions standards for cars and light-duty trucks.  Under the Clean Air Act states may adopt either the federal government’s or California’s stricter pollution standards for cars.  

· The National Religious Campaign Against Torture has urged the ICC to consider joining a growing membership of organizations committed to ending U. S. sponsored torture, and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.  The group has three laudable goals one of which is to influence U.S. policy to prohibit—without exception—the practice of torture.   

· The U.S. House, by a bipartisan majority of 265-159, approved a $35 billion expansion of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP - now CHIP).  The Senate was expected to take up the measure Thursday, September 27, 2007 and send it on to the President.  He has threatened to veto the bill saying it is too costly and creates socialized medicine, among other things.  The compromise bill expands the $5 billion-a-year children's health insurance program by an average of $7 billion a year over the next five years, for total funding of $60 billion over the period. That would allow the program's enrollment to increase to 10 million, over the current 6.6 million, and dramatically reduce the ranks of America's 9 million uninsured children.  Please contact the President and urge him to sign the bill when it reaches his desk. 
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