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The PPT includes Bob Gilligan, Pastor Dan Schwick, E. Garnet Fay, Rev. Gary McCants (Chair), Rev. Kevin Laughery, Beth Noble, Rev. Terry Weavil, Rev. Chris Pierson, and Nancy Tegtmeier.  It is guided by the portion of ICC’s mission statement which urges the ICC, “to make public, prophetic witness to Christ’s love for all people, and to address in particular, issues of poverty and racism.”

The PPT must help engage each of our judicatories, local ecumenical organizations and their grassroots organizations in public policy so that when we speak on matters of conscience, it will be with one voice as much as possible.   The Team expects to do this while keeping public policy makers apprised of the specific concerns of the ICC and its member Judicatories.

The preliminary 2008 and 2009 public policy agenda, which is listed below, was recommended at the June meeting of the PPT.   The ICC’s recently hired Public Policy Coordinator, which will staff the PPT and serve as the liaison between the Illinois General Assembly and the ICC member Judicatories, will help the PPT in meeting its goals.   Moreover, the Public Policy Coordinator will help educate and mobilize the prophetic witness of the ICC as part of this endeavor.  The issues the PPT recommend to the Annual Assembly for consideration as part of the ICC’s Public Policy Agenda includes the following:
1. That the PPT work closely with Illinois Christians Encountering Racism—ICER on any issues that impact race and the ICC’s anti-racism training program. 

2. That members of the PPT and the Leadership Team meet with the Governor and legislative leaders periodically to ensure the highest state officials remain apprised of primary concerns of the ICC.  

3. That the ICC continues to support expanded health care options for all of our citizens and remain active with the Campaign for Better Health Care (CBHC), despite recent legislative failures at health care reform.  Further, that members of the ICC continue their active service on the CBHC’s Steering Committee of the Health Care Justice Faith Caucus. 

4. That our efforts against the death penalty continue by urging members of the ICC and others to join the call for  abolition in Illinois. 
5. That the ICC informs its members about the Interfaith Summit on Criminal Justice Reform and the United Methodist Church’s immigration and anti-racism events scheduled for October 2008.  
6. That the ICC become a lead voice and key organizer among other religious voices in support of a Human Care Agenda, which must include housing, education, and social services issues.   The ICC should raise awareness about these issues, particularly around the unmet needs and the inadequacy of current funding for programs in each area. 
7. That the ICC makes a concerted effort to support legislative efforts to increase access by religious organizations to inmates in the prison system in Illinois and in local jails. 
8. That the ICC urge public policy leaders in each judicatory to contact the ICC office with any ideas regarding how the ICC may improve it grassroots lobbying effort and better engage in the public policy debate on these important matters. 
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